Polycyclic diterpenoids from Euphorbia characias.
In addition to widespread flavonoids, a collection of Euphorbia characias from Sardinia afforded 13 oxygenated diterpenoids of the atisane, abietane, pimarane, and kaurane type. Four of these compounds (1, 3a, 7a,b) are new. The accumulation of substantial amounts of biologically active diterpenoids of limited availability, like ent-atisanes endowed with anti-HIV activity and ent-abietanolides active on the central nervous system, makes E. characias an interesting source of lead compounds for biomedical research.